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he Christmas season is the perfect time for concerts. December
1st was the beginning of Morrison’s Christmas concert season
and in the two weeks between December 1st and 15th, concerts were
held on all campuses. Everyone from young to old participated as bands,
orchestras, and choirs performed. Small children played melodicas and
glockenspiels, students of all ages demonstrated their expertise on a
variety of instruments including cello, bassoon, and french horn and a
multitude of voices were lifted in song. Though this page can not carry
the melodies to you, we treat you to a few visions of Christmas cheer.
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very year, Morrison students leave the classroom and take their

learning on the road. These educational experiences take the form of
cultural and mission trips, leadership camps, transition workshops and
simple field trips. This fall, MAK held an Impact week, November 13-17
in which all secondary students 6th - 12th grade left the classroom for
other learning destinations. Taichung middle school held a week without
walls November 20-22 sending all 6th - 8th grade students on learning
adventures outside the Morrison walls. Taichung High School will send
its students off in April while Taipei secondary students experience
learning trips throughout the year.

MAK Principal Joe Torgerson has this to say about Impact Week, “Having
our trips all in one week has allowed us to spend intentional time in
advisory in the weeks prior to each trip examining themes intentionally
designed to challenge each grade’s developmental needs. Additionally,

our new Impact Week schedule allowed our seniors to play a major role
as student leaders in our preparatory advisory sessions and as leaders

on each trip for grades 6-11. Our middle school schedule for the week
included two days prior to each trip during which each grade level
discussed their trip themes and also focused on the character traits
needed for service and for working together. We spent a full day in middle
school serving three schools in our area (Renwu Special Needs School, Jia
Cheng Elementary School, and Meinong Elementary School) in effort to
learn and apply the character traits needed for working together on each
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ROUGH ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AND REFLECTION.
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CC A ninth grade biology class traveled inside a plant cell to observe

the processes of photosynthesis. The students enjoyed seeing the
3D structures inside a chloroplast and the processes that take place
there. I think the feeling of being inside the model helped them to
make sense of the complex processes involved in the reactions of
photosynthesis. It was as close to being on Ms. Frizzle’s Magic School
Bus as we could get!”
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- Adrienne Ruegg

CCFourth grade took a “field trip” to Washington DC and looked at
the Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, and the White
House. Students saw the White House at Christmas time. They were

very impressed by the Christmas Book Tree in the library!”
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€CTo study Ancient World History, we traveled to the pyramids,

Athens, the Colosseum, England, and Jerusalem. This has been a
great way to make learning come to life. After studying a historical
culture, we view its location with the VR devices. Students notice
cultural norms and how the ancient architecture has changed with
time. They also observe how different cultures have influenced each
other as they’ve discovered Greek columns in Jerusalem, Roman baths
in England, and Greek mythological references in Roman temples.”
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It may be impossible to take students to Egypt, the White House, or into the cell
structure of a plant, but thanks to funding from the Alex Herring Instruction Grant
and the innovation of Randy Schmidt and Joshua Smith, Morrison now has a set

of Virtual Reality hand held devices and glasses for use on all campuses. These VR
devices allow teachers to take their classes on extravagant trips without leaving the
school.
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