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THIRD CULTURE KIDS (TCKS)

ach year, all Morrison Seniors
travel to a camp near DaChia
to attend the Senior Transition
Retreat. Most of our Seniors
will be leaving Taiwan to attend
university in other countries and their
lives will change dramatically. Morrison
hosts this retreat each year to help
Seniors prepare for this transition.

One topic covered in the discussions at
the Senior Transition Retreat is Third
Culture Kids(TCK).

WHAT 1s A TCK?

“A Third Culture Kid (TCK) is a person
who has spent a significant part of his
or her developmental years outside

the parents’ culture. The TCK builds
relationships to all of the cultures,
while not having full ownership of
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any. Although elements from each
culture are assimilated into the TCK’s
life experience, the sense of belonging
is in relationship to others of similar
background” (Pollock and Van Reken,
1999)

Is YOUR cHILD A TCK?

Sometimes Taiwanese students and
students who are US/Canadian/
Australian but are living in Taiwan with
family members who are Taiwanese
wonder if they are TCKs. They are
living in their parents’ culture except
for all those hours that they spend at
Morrison. Morrison is an American
school and not fully part of Taiwanese
culture. These students find themselves
straddling at least two cultures every
day. They discover they are not really
Taiwanese but not really American
either. This is what it means to be a
TCK.

TCK STRENGTHS

CROSS-CULTURAL ENRICHMENT - TCKs
are able to cross cultures easily and they
see the value of many cultures.

ExPANDED WORLDVIEW - Living in
multiple cultures expands the thinking
of TCKs allowing them to appreciate
differences and think innovatively about
life.

TCK CHALLENGES

HicH MoBILITY - Even if a TCK does
not move, the community in which
the TCK lives is full of comings and
goings. This mobility causes the TCK
to encounter significant loss and grief.
It also causes a sense of rootlessness.

IDENTITY CONFUSION - Many TCKs
struggle with identity because they don’t
really fit in or completely understand
any of the cultures in which they live.

How PARENTS CAN HELP

Parents should understand that their
TCKs will probably react differently to
many situations. By moving to another
country or sending your child to an
American school, you have exposed
your child to a whole new world. He/
she is becoming something wonderful
and challenging because of these
experiences. You can help by being
patient with your child’s differences,
supporting your child through grief, and
becoming knowledgeable about what
your child is experiencing.

Would you like to know more about what
it means to be a TCK and the transition
your child may be experiencing? Contact
your school Guidance Counselor or talk
to your child’s teacher.
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- Bertina Lin, 24

"It is a beautiful space and the architecture will provide an
exciting learning environment! My kids are really excited
about the free, open learning spaces!"

- Heather Caudle, Morrison parent




“I am really excited about the new campus in Linkou
because it will give our students room to spread out. They
can do projects in the classroom or in the pods outside the

classroom. The students can have room at recess to fully

stretch their legs and run. “

- Rebecca Cablish, Staff
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LEAVE A LEGACY

A donation of NT 30,000 will enable you to have your
name inscribed on one brick to be displayed in the entry-
way at Morrison Taipei’s new campus!
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For more details, go to: OF:10

T Iy www.mca.org.tw/build E




Stoandards -
Z

At a

Line

@2 AR -~ fElE

standards while process grades reflect
student performance on common
behaviors and attitudes necessary for
learning, such as responsibility, respect,
and engagement.

Furteen years ago, Morrison adopted
a School Improvement Goal of
“Support staff implementing standards-
based lesson planning & curriculum
mapping.” The purpose of this decision
was to promote quality education.

Next year, changes will be made to
high school and middle school reports.
Grading will be based on proficiency
of standards and reports will include
those product grades as well as process
grades and comments.

Next Step: Standards-Based Grading

In recent years, Morrison restructured
grading to describe how well students
achieve specific learning expectations
based on evidence gathered from

an assignment, assessment, or other
demonstration of learning. This
restructuring saw the separation

of process and product in grading.
Product/grades reflect student
performance on specific curricular

Changes in grading can be exciting and
scary. Let’s take some time to answer
common questions about this change
and perhaps alleviate some fears about
whatis coming.
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Will Standards-Based Grading hurt my child’s chance to attend the University
of his choice?

This change in Morrison reporting will
not affect your child’s college application
process. Universities receive a wide
variety of transcripts from high schools
all over the world. Admission officers
are trained to interpret and translate
what appears on High School reports as

they make decisions about acceptance.
Furthermore, many top schools in the
US and internationally have already
moved to Standards-Based reporting
with no harm done to student college
applications.
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My child struggles to learn concepts but is a hard worker. Will the removal of
homework grades and extra credit hurt his educational process?

A shift toward standards-based grading
should help the child struggling to learn
concepts because it will be very clear
what the child does not understand.
This will allow the teacher, student,

and parents to focus on the area which
needs attention. In the past, homework
grades and extra credit could mask the
actual understanding or ability of the
student.
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