
SAC Meeting Notes 
Aug 25, 2010 

 
Present at System Services: Tim Heading, Dan Robinson, Robert Turner, Gabe Choi, Uwe Maurer, Matt Strange, Michele 
Law, Tim McGill  
 
1 Language Arts Task Force: This is the first task force to use the new curriculum development 

process in procedure 170. Diane Chase agreed to review the alignment of HS benchmarks and 
assessments. 
 

2 Fine Arts Task Force:  John Schirmer, Mark Harrison, Nevada McKenzie, Melody Faris, 
Seppie Myburgh and Tim Heading will use the traditional curriculum review process. 
a The philosophy statement should reflect the developmental scaffolding in policies 5120-5140. 

 K-5 Participation – For example, general music education and unit on performance 
prior to a concert 

 MS Exposure / Exploratory – This does not mean every student get’s what they want. 
 HS Performance – Prepare students for university and provide for their diverse 

learning needs  
b Consider adding a fine arts graduation requirement.   
c Consider increasing elementary music and art instructional time from 60 to 90 mins./week. 
d Principals make the following decisions according to their unique community needs:  

 The number and scheduling of performance  
 Scheduling music lessons during the school day  
 After school programs 

 
3 Mandarin Curriculum Guide:  

a Teachers are using kindergarten Discovery and grades 1-12 Heritage benchmarks. These 
will be revised at Apr 24 PD Day. Discovery benchmarks are being developed this 
semester. 

b The curriculum guide should be ready for SAC to review in April 2011.   
c All the old workbooks and textbooks have been discarded, except one set per campus.  
d Theresa Choa will be at Oct 2 PL Day to coach teachers in unit writing. 
e A principal will write a letter to the Director of Curriculum and Professional Development 

for any exceptions needed for their campus to the approved scope and sequence chart.  The 
letter would include rational, evidence of student mastery of previous year’s benchmarks 
and number of students affected. 

f Student placement and progression will be discussed again at the next SAC meeting.  
g Consideration was given to add an “H0” course for Bo Po Mo Fo, but this year teachers 

will continue to try to incorporate it into the H1 course, even if the H1 book can’t be 
completed.  
 

4 Scripture Memorization: The proscriptive statement in the Bible Curriculum Guide, “No more 
than 24 verses per year (12 / semester) would be assigned in any Bible class,” will be revised to 
provide a philosophical framework for principals and teachers to make benchmark-based 
decisions about the appropriate quantity and assessment of memory verses for each class.      
  

5 Service Learning: The MS CSL three year lesson plan framework was presented. 
 

6 Teacher Rubric: The “meets” column will be changed to “proficient.” Principals will use this 
new rubric as scaffolding for professional conversations with some teachers this year.  Teachers 
will be encouraged to submit editorial changes to the rubric throughout this school year.  
 

7 Ed Tech Rubric:  This rubric is outdated.  We need to try to provide some outsourced tech 
support before revising the rubric to focus more on support for teachers.  



8 Policies Review:  These revisions may be proposed to the Board Policy Committee.  

a 5120, 5130, 5140 Education Philosophy - Uwe and Matt will draft more succinct 
statements that clarify the developmental abilities of the students and the contrast between 
curricular and co-curricular programs. 

b 5210 Admission Priority – Add consideration for re-enrollment of former students 

c 5240 Special Needs – Add “accommodations and curricular modifications.” “Related 
support services,” IEP, and 403B will be defined in procedure. 

d 5352 Graduation Requirements – Dan Robinson will research differentiated diploma, and 
fine arts / science / math requirements. 

9 Procedures Review   

a 172 Professional Practice Review – After two years of service at Morrison most 
professionals practice review will shift from formal observations to professional 
conversations based on the rubric and individualized goals. Teacher may request a 
reference or summative report. 

b 814/816 Team / Dept Leader Job Descriptions – Gabe, Dan and Matt will review the 
proposed changes related to the PL Coach job description.   

c 364 Budget Calendar – Updated according to Finance Committee recommendations 

d 401 Handbook / 402 Program Guides (NEW) – These athletics, library, tech, ELL, SN, 
guidance, music, and health system-wide “handbooks” will be called “program guides” in 
the future in order to avoid confusion with student and staff handbooks developed by the 
principals.   

e 785 Reduction in Work Force (NEW) - In the unlikely event that a reduction in workforce 
is necessary after an employment contract has been signed, a severance package will be 
provided to the expatriate employee.  

f 796 Bereavement Leave – Grandparents were added.  
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