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/ extra grateful for the privilege
to gather in-person to listen to beautiful
music and to celebrate Christmas.
Amidst the busy end-of-semester
activities, grading, and final exams, each
campus proclaimed the good news of
Christ’s birth to their communities.

In  Kaohsiung, elementary,
middle, and high school students
performed Christmas music for three
concerts, including its first Christmas
cantata. "The Christmas cantata was a
great success. After months of practice,
the band, strings, and choir students
delivered a beautiful performance of
a story of Hope' told through music.
Although the music itself wasn't
particularly challenging to play or sing,
the students enjoyed collaborating
with each other, learning to balance
and blend, and taking part in a larger
performance,” said choir teacher James
Taylor.

Students in Chiayi prepared
a nativity play for their Christmas
performance. Every class helped, from

playing guitar to performing the roles
of Mary, Joseph and shepherds. The
students learned how to build props,
make costumes, and set a stage in
preparation. “There’s lots of on-the-job
learning as we are all fully immersed in
the project,” said teacher Tania Ratu.

Taichung  performed  three
Christmas concerts, which highlighted
the many ensembles and musical talents
of all ages. The High School Chamber
Strings, Brass Quartet, and Singers
serenaded shoppers at the Christmas
Bazaar. Band teacher Don Beck said the
musicians “enjoyed the opportunity to
perform in an informal setting”

Taipei hosted two Christmas
concerts, one featuring the talents
of elementary performers and one
featuring the talents of their secondary
students from grades 6-12. “At our
elementary concert, we ended with the
grade 1-4 choir presentation of the birth
of Christmas. And our little first graders
ended the concert with a thanksgiving
prayer,” said music teacher Sylvia Woell.
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ne of Morrison’s Core Values is to cultivate a

caring community. One way we accomplish
this is byi committing to help a local ministry or non-
profit organization chosen by each campus. Students have
opportunities to participate in the Giving Projects in various
ways.

This year, Morrison Academy Kaohsiung’s (MAK) goal
is to raise funds for a used truck for Taiwan Sunshine, a non-
profit organization serving families with special needs in
Taiwan. MAK will continue to partner with Taiwan Sunshine
throughout the spring, as middle schoolers will volunteer on
Christian Service Learning (CSL) Days.

Morrison Academy Taichung (MAC) is also partnering
with Taiwan Sunshine. In December, MAC organized a
Christmas Bazaar, where over 70 vendors came to sell
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delicious treats and homemade goods in the main plaza.
Thirteen of these vendors pledged a portion of proceeds to
Taiwan Sunshine and raised over $200,00NT. Taichung hosted
a “Fun Run” that raised money for and build relationships
with the non-profit organization.

Morrison Academy Taipei campus partnered with
Taiwan Fund for Children and Families which provides
financial support to and essential food and products for
vulnerable children in wunderprivileged families. Some
students adopted a “box” and all of its supplies (non-
perishable food, toiletries, dish detergent, etc.) or donated
supplies for boxes, while others donated money directly to
the organization. “During chapel, the entire school came
together to pack 300 boxes for this foundation. The students
also added a Bible into these boxes and prayed over them,’
said teacher Peggy Wan.
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Bev McCrary, Cheryl Dunn
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Not pictured: Will McKelleher

Front row (left to right): Susan Brabon, Ruth Ullstrom, Beth Wyse
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